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Give answers to

• What is the basic concept of Safe Use?

• What are the timelines? 

• What is the “Use Alignment Process”? 

• How to apply Use Descriptors?

• What are Brenntag’s Recommendations?
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• Good knowledge on properties of substance is best known 
to Manufacturer/ Importer

• Good knowledge of the conditions of use is best known to 
Downstream Users

• Appropriate risk management measures are developed by 
Manufacturer/ Importer

• Risk management measures are implemented by 
Downstream User

Safe Use involves both Manufacturers and Downstream Users
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Hazard Exposurex = Risk

Application and 
implementation of 
Risk Management 
Measures and 
Operational 
Conditions

Safe Use
=

Risk below limit

• Substance 
properties

Manufacturer/  
Importer to 
assess hazard 
level of 
substance and 
define acceptable 
limit values 
(DNELs, PNECs) 
in SIEF

Downstream 
User to provide 
information on 
use and 
application 
situations

• Conditions of 
use

• Assessment of 
risk

Manufacturer/  
Importer to 
determine safe 
conditions of use 

• Exposure 
Scenario

Downstream User
to implement RMM 
and OC given by 
supplier



Use Alignment Process

Summer 2009 5090626_REACH Team

 ��
���
�	�!!�"��������������������

March 2009

Release of 
communication 
process by Cefic*

July/ August 2009

Start of use alignment 
process with DUs

1. December 2009

Deadline for use 
alignment process 

Supply Chain Communication Process

1. December 2010

Deadline for substances 
to be registered in 2010

Use identification 
by industry

M/I together with 
Associations 

identifying and 
mapping uses

M/IM/I DUDU

Use alignment process

Determination of 
safe use by M/I Transmission of 

Exposure Scenarios 
via SDS

*) http://cefic.org/files/Downloads/Guidance_Use_and_ES_dvlpt_and_SCCm.doc



Use Alignment Process

Summer 2009 6090626_REACH Team

�	
����
��
���!���
		

Alignment with respect to uses helps identifying as  many uses as are 
currently present within the supply chain
Alignment with respect to uses helps identifying as  many uses as are 
currently present within the supply chain

• Manufacturers/Importers map identified uses and communicate this “use 
information” to their Downstream Users 

• Downstream Users should evaluate this and communicate “non-identified 
uses” to their suppliers (>12 months before registration deadline)

• Manufacturers/Importers must assess whether these additional uses can 
be regarded as safe

Communication within the supply chain must be established in a 
straightforward way with a tool to exchange use information
Communication within the supply chain must be established in a 
straightforward way with a tool to exchange use information
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Manufacturer/ 
Importer (M/I)
Manufacturer/ 
Importer (M/I)

Downstream 
user (DU)
Downstream 
user (DU)

- M/I sends use information to Brenntag – per substance 
- Brenntag forwards use information to DU

- When use of DU is covered: no further mapping is needed 
- In case use of DU is not covered: DU maps missing use and 

communicates up the supply chain via Brenntag 

Manufacturer/ 
Importer (M/I)
Manufacturer/ 
Importer (M/I)

Downstream 
user (DU)
Downstream 
user (DU)
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Send 
use 
information 
sheet

forward use 
information sheet

Inform missing Use

Forward 
missing Use

701/12/09

01/08/09

01/10/09

01/07/09

Prepare use 
information sheet

3

Review use 
information sheet5 01/08/09

DU industry 
associations

Manufacturers / 
importers

Initial use identification 
process

Initial use identification 
process

Customer 
(Downstream User)

Manufacturer / 
Importer

1B 01/01/09
Contact industry 
association

2 01/06/09

4

6

1A 01/01/09
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• Manufacturers and Downstream Users benefit from “Use Descriptor 
System” developed by ECHA

• Structured communication between suppliers and customers will be 
achieved by using Use Descriptor Codes

Use descriptor system structures the identified uses and standardizes 
communication between suppliers and customers
Use descriptor system structures the identified uses and standardizes 
communication between suppliers and customers
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Sector of UseSector of Use
SU

Product CategoryProduct Category
PC

Proc ess CategoryProc ess Category
PROC

Article CategoryArticle Category
AC

Environmental 
Release  Category

Environmental 
Release  Category

ERC

Link: http://guidance.echa.europa.eu/docs/guidance_document/information_requirements_r12_en.pdf?vers=20_08_08

Manufacture or formulation 
or industrial use or private 
use or professional use 

Manufacture or formulation 
or industrial use or private 
use or professional use 

Preparations/mixtures for 
consumer use (by market sector)
Preparations/mixtures for 
consumer use (by market sector)

Application techniques or  
process types for industrial 
and professional use

Application techniques or  
process types for industrial 
and professional use

Conditions of use from 
environmental perspective
Conditions of use from 
environmental perspective

Article type in service life 
and waste life for 
consumers and workers

Article type in service life 
and waste life for 
consumers and workers

Indicator 

Where the substances is 
used 

Where the substances is 
used 

Type of product the 
substances is used in
Type of product the 

substances is used in

How the substances is 
used 

How the substances is 
used 

Type of article the 
substances is used in

Type of article the 
substances is used in

How the substances is 
released in environment
How the substances is 

released in environment

Rules 
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Choose among one of the following 5 descriptors:

• SU8/9: manufacture of substances (SU8 manufacture of bulk chemicals, SU9 
manufacture of fine chemicals)

• SU10: formulation (e.g. mixing & blending chemicals to make a preparation)

• SU3: industrial uses (e.g. bleaching chemical in paper industry)

• SU21: private household uses (e.g. painting the wall as a private person)

• SU22: professional uses (e.g. painting house on commercial basis)

Select appropriate sector of use
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• [SU8/9] - Manufacture: assign a process category (PROC) and an 
environmental release category (ERC)

• [SU10] - Formulation: assign a process category (PROC) and an 
environmental release category (ERC)

• [SU3] - Industrial end-use: assign a process category (PROC) and an 
environmental release category (ERC)

• [SU21] - Consumer end-use: assign a product category (PC) and 
environmental release category (ERC)

• [SU22] - Professional use (worker’s end-use): assign process category 
(PROC) and an environmental release category (ERC)

• Service life and waste: assign an article category (AC) and an environmental 
release category (ERC)

According your SU selection assign additional 2 des criptors applying 
the following rules 
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Pigment 
Manufacturer
Pigment 
Manufacturer

Paint 
Manufacturer 
Paint 
Manufacturer 

Car 
Manufacturer
Car 
Manufacturer

Production of 
pigment

Sourcing, 
storing and re-
packing of 
pigment

Formulation of a 
paint using pig-
ment as color 
component

Painting of car 
bodyProcess

Service life 
consumer
Service life 
consumer

Using the car

SU9: Manufacture 
of fine chemicals

PROC4: Use in 
batch or other 
process . . .

ERC1: Production 
of inorganic 
substances .

SU10: Formulation

PROC9: Transfer 
of substance into 
small containers

n.a.

n.a.

ERC4: Industrial 
use of processing 
aids

SU10: Formulation

PROC5: Mixing / 
blending in batch 
process

ERC2: Mixing & 
blending of 
substances

n.a.

n.a.

n.a.

n.a.

n.a.

n.a.

ERC10a: Low or no 
intended release of 
substances included 
onto article from 
outdoor use

n.a.

n.a.

AC1-1: Passenger 
cars

SU3: Industrial use

PROC7: Spraying 
in industrial settingsPROC

SU

AC

PC

ERC

SU21: Private 
household

http://www.cepe.org/EPUB/easnet.dll/ExecReq/Page?eas:template_im=100087&eas:dat_im=101AED

ERC4: Industrial 
use of processing 
aids
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Suppliers provide information on the known uses per  substance to all 
their customers (i.e. Downstream Users and distribu tors)
Suppliers provide information on the known uses per  substance to all 
their customers (i.e. Downstream Users and distribu tors)

If your application is not included you should communicate it to your 
supplier.
If your application is not included you should communicate it to your 
supplier.
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• Contact your industry association to find out which of your uses
have already been identified and mapped according the Use 
Descriptor System (see next page)

• Map your additional own uses with help of Use Descriptor System

• Review identified uses offered by suppliers by comparing with your 
mapped uses

• Communicate missing uses to your suppliers
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Paints & Coatings Manufacturers: CEPE

http://www.cepe.org/EPUB/easnet.dll/ExecReq/Page?eas:template_im=100087&eas:dat_im=101AED

Detergents: A.I.S.E.

http://www.aise.eu/reach/exposureass_sub2.htm

Adhesives & Sealants: Feica

http://www.feica.com/default_home.htm

Cosmetics: COLIPA

http://www.colipa.eu/reach-implementation-in-the-cosmetics-industry.html?sid=48&smid=128

No Use Descriptor model, but general information on REACH 
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Disclaimer

This information does not constitute legal advice but is intended 
for guidance only. While the information is provided in utmost 

good faith and has been based on the best information currently 
available, is to be relied upon at the user’s own risk. No 

representations or warranties are made with regard to its 
completeness or accuracy, and no liability will be incurred for 

damages of any nature whatsoever resulting from the use of or 
reliance on the information.
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Pigment 
Manufacturer
Pigment 
Manufacturer

Paint 
Manufacturer 
Paint 
Manufacturer 

Production of 
pigment

Sourcing, 
storing and re-
packing of 
pigment

Formulation of a 
paint using pig-
ment as color 
component

Process

PROC

SU

AC

PC

ERC

SU9: Manufacture 
of fine chemicals

PROC4: Use in 
batch or other 
process . . .

ERC1: Production 
of inorganic 
substances .

SU10: Formulation

PROC9: Transfer 
of substance into 
small containers

n.a.

n.a.

SU10: Formulation

PROC5: Mixing / 
blending in batch 
process

ERC2: Mixing & 
blending of 
substances

n.a.

n.a.

n.a.

n.a. n.a.

Using the house

ERC11a: Low or no 
intended release of 
substances included 
onto article from indoor 
use

n.a.

n.a.

AC12-1: 
Construction article 
indoor use
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��"��
*�!�
�
������!�������� ����	
�!������
�������

Private 
consumer
Private 
consumer

Painting of wall 
indoor 

SU21: Private 
household

PC9: Paint & 
Coating

ERC8c: Indoor use 
by public at large 
physically bound onto 
matrix

n.a.

Service life 
consumer
Service life 
consumer

ERC4: Industrial 
use of processing 
aids

SU21: Private 
household

http://www.cepe.org/EPUB/easnet.dll/ExecReq/Page?eas:template_im=100087&eas:dat_im=101AED
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Pigment 
Manufacturer
Pigment 
Manufacturer

Paint 
Manufacturer 
Paint 
Manufacturer 

Production of 
pigment

Sourcing, 
storing and re-
packing of 
pigment

Formulation of a 
paint using pig-
ment as color 
component

Process

PROC

SU

AC

PC

ERC

SU9: Manufacture 
of fine chemicals

PROC4: Use in 
batch or other 
process . . .

ERC1: Production 
of inorganic 
substances .

SU10: Formulation

PROC9: Transfer 
of substance into 
small containers

n.a.

n.a.

SU10: Formulation

PROC5: Mixing / 
blending in batch 
process

ERC2: Mixing & 
blending of 
substances

n.a.

n.a.

n.a.

n.a.

n.a.

n.a.

Using the house

ERC10a: Low or no 
intended release of 
substances included 
onto article from indoor 
use

n.a.

n.a.

AC12-2: 
Construction article 
outdoor use
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Professional 
painter
Professional 
painter

Painting of house 
by professional 
painter

SU22: Professional 
use

PROC10: Roller 
application or brushing 
of coating non-
industrial setting

ERC8f: Outdoor 
use by professional 
physically bound onto 
matrix

Service life 
consumer
Service life 
consumer

ERC4: Industrial 
use of processing 
aids

SU21: Private 
household

http://www.cepe.org/EPUB/easnet.dll/ExecReq/Page?eas:template_im=100087&eas:dat_im=101AED
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Sector of use 
(SU)
Sector of use 
(SU)

• Under REACH, each of the different industry sectors a substance may pass through 
during its life cycle to its final destination constitutes an identified use . 

• The Sector of Use can be described in very general terms, for example when the 
application applies in various sectors and, consequently, for various products/articles. A 
typical example is the unloading of bulk supplies into a storage tank or filling of an end 
product into its commercial packaging.

• Obviously it may be necessary to provide more details for very specific applications, for 
example when the user conditions in the relevant sector could vary considerably from 
those in other sectors.

• Under REACH, each of the different industry sectors a substance may pass through 
during its life cycle to its final destination constitutes an identified use . 

• The Sector of Use can be described in very general terms, for example when the 
application applies in various sectors and, consequently, for various products/articles. A 
typical example is the unloading of bulk supplies into a storage tank or filling of an end 
product into its commercial packaging.

• Obviously it may be necessary to provide more details for very specific applications, for 
example when the user conditions in the relevant sector could vary considerably from 
those in other sectors.

Under REACH, each of the different industry sectors a substance may pass 
through during its life cycle to its final destination constitutes an identified use . 
Under REACH, each of the different industry sectors a substance may pass 
through during its life cycle to its final destination constitutes an identified use . 
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• Within the context of the ES, it is appropriate to characterize the use of a substance 
by the type of preparation (e.g. lubricant, cleaning agent) in which the substance will 
be used. This is based on the consideration that the type of preparation is more 
indicative of the potential exposure .

• This descriptor will enable you to describe your end product for consumer use.

• For industrial and professional use the Process category (rather than the Product 
category) must be entered.

• Within the context of the ES, it is appropriate to characterize the use of a substance 
by the type of preparation (e.g. lubricant, cleaning agent) in which the substance will 
be used. This is based on the consideration that the type of preparation is more 
indicative of the potential exposure .

• This descriptor will enable you to describe your end product for consumer use.

• For industrial and professional use the Process category (rather than the Product 
category) must be entered.

Product 
category (PC)
Product 
category (PC)

Within the context of the ES, it is appropriate to characterize the use of a substance by the 
type of preparation (e.g. lubricant, cleaning agent) in which the substance will be used. This 
is based on the consideration that the type of preparation is more indicative of the potential 
exposure .

Within the context of the ES, it is appropriate to characterize the use of a substance by the 
type of preparation (e.g. lubricant, cleaning agent) in which the substance will be used. This 
is based on the consideration that the type of preparation is more indicative of the potential 
exposure .
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• The Process category groups the manner in which a substance is used or 
processed into a specific product (preparation or article). Application techniques or 
process types have a direct impact on exposure and consequently on the required 
risk management measures . 

• This descriptor describes the way in which the product or substance is used in an 
industrial or professional manner, i.e. it indicates specifically what the possible exposure 
risks might be. 

For instance, paint has a different impact when used in the open air rather than in an 
enclosed area. 

• For consumer use the Product category (rather than the Process category) must be
entered.

• The Process category groups the manner in which a substance is used or 
processed into a specific product (preparation or article). Application techniques or 
process types have a direct impact on exposure and consequently on the required 
risk management measures . 

• This descriptor describes the way in which the product or substance is used in an 
industrial or professional manner, i.e. it indicates specifically what the possible exposure 
risks might be. 

For instance, paint has a different impact when used in the open air rather than in an 
enclosed area. 

• For consumer use the Product category (rather than the Process category) must be
entered.

Process 
category 
(PROC)

Process 
category 
(PROC)

The Process category groups the manner in which a substance is used or processed into a 
specific product (preparation or article). Application techniques or process types have a 
direct impact on exposure and consequently on the required risk management measures. 

The Process category groups the manner in which a substance is used or processed into a 
specific product (preparation or article). Application techniques or process types have a 
direct impact on exposure and consequently on the required risk management measures. 
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• When hazardous substances are being processed into articles the 
manufacturer/importer may consider it necessary to specify the type of article that is 
covered in the CSA and ES. Article categories consist of 2 groups: Articles without 
intended release and Articles with intended release.

• When hazardous substances are being processed into articles the 
manufacturer/importer may consider it necessary to specify the type of article that is 
covered in the CSA and ES. Article categories consist of 2 groups: Articles without 
intended release and Articles with intended release.

Article 
category (AC)
Article 
category (AC)

When hazardous substances are being processed into articles , the manufacturer/importer 
may consider it necessary to specify the type of article that is covered in the CSA and ES. 
Article categories consist of 2 groups: Articles without intended release and Articles with 
intended release.

When hazardous substances are being processed into articles , the manufacturer/importer 
may consider it necessary to specify the type of article that is covered in the CSA and ES. 
Article categories consist of 2 groups: Articles without intended release and Articles with 
intended release.
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• The ‘Environmental Release Category’ defines activities for which typical emissions
into the environment can be assumed. The categories are coded with numbers 
preceded by ‘ERC’ (Example: Production of plastics – ERCC6c)*

• The ERC is classified on the basis of industrial use versus professional/consumer use 
and indoor/outdoor use.

• This descriptor indicates the possible impact on the environment and is, therefore, 
related to the applied Process Category. A list with links between the two descriptors 
has been provided to facilitate the definition of the ERC category.

• The ‘Environmental Release Category’ defines activities for which typical emissions
into the environment can be assumed. The categories are coded with numbers 
preceded by ‘ERC’ (Example: Production of plastics – ERCC6c)*

• The ERC is classified on the basis of industrial use versus professional/consumer use 
and indoor/outdoor use.

• This descriptor indicates the possible impact on the environment and is, therefore, 
related to the applied Process Category. A list with links between the two descriptors 
has been provided to facilitate the definition of the ERC category.

*) Note: The ERCs must be selected from PART D – EXPOSURE SCENARIO BUILDING, Appendix D-3: Names and 
descriptions Environmental Release Categories in the ‘Guidance on Information Requirements and CSA’

Environmental 
release cat. 
(ERC)

Environmental 
release cat. 
(ERC)

The ‘Environmental Release Category’ defines activities for which typical emissions into the 
environment can be assumed. The categories are coded with numbers preceded by ‘ERC’ 
(Example: Production of plastics – ERCC6c)*

The ‘Environmental Release Category’ defines activities for which typical emissions into the 
environment can be assumed. The categories are coded with numbers preceded by ‘ERC’ 
(Example: Production of plastics – ERCC6c)*
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